








Natura 2000
What do the Humberhead Peatlands NNR, the 
ancient boreal forest of the Bialowieza in Poland, 
the Camargue area of France and the Nisos and 
Polyaigos islands of Greece have in common? 
Certainly not their weather! But they are all home 
to either a European rare habitat or species or 
possibly both. 

The two islands of Nisos & Polyaigos are the home 
of the critically endangered monk seal a species 
largely confi ned to the Mediterranean which 
comes to the area to breed in the sea caves as 
well as a number or rare reptiles and an endemic 
plant. The Camargue is the breeding site for a 
wide range of birds including squacco heron, 
great egret, glossy ibis, spoonbill, purple gallinule, 

collared pratincole, gull-billed tern, and Mediterranean 
gulls as well as being a site used on passage to more 
than 100,000 to 150,000 birds and can be found at the 
delta of the River Rhone as it enters the Mediterranean 
Sea. The Bialowieza Forest is the home to around 400 
European bison as well as lynx, beaver and otter all 
inhabiting the largest area of primeval forest in Europe

Whilst The Humberhead Peatlands does not have 
the spectacular bird numbers or large mammals 
nevertheless it contains the UK’s largest area 
of degraded lowland raised mires and as such 
is designated a Natura 2000 site and thus the 
Humberhead Peatlands enjoy the same status as the 
other sites. There are 26,000 Natura sites and they 
cover around one fi fth of EU’s land area and 6% of 
its marine area, it is the largest such network in the 
world. The network has a major economic impact: one 
estimate of the benefi ts provided by the network puts 
the value between £140 and £210 billion per year, or 2% 
to 3% of the EU’s Gross Domestic Product. 

Greater flamingos in the Camargue © phbcz/123RF

Monk seal © burnet1/123RF



Within the UK there are 14 sites which have been 
designated as Natura 2000 sites as examples of lowland 
raised mires capable of restoration, 9 in England, 1 in 
Northern Ireland, 2 in Scotland and 2 in Wales. Of the 
English sites the largest is Thorne Moors and the second 
largest Hatfi eld emphasising the Humberhead Peatlands 
importance in safeguarding rare species and habitats.

So as part of the LIFE+ Project we are proud to use the 
Natura 2000 logo along with Natural England’s logo to 
display that we are working with others throughout 
Europe to safeguard nature.  

Each year to celebrate the existence of Natura 
2000 sites a series of events is held throughout 
the European Union where people can learn about 
this network of sites, this year the day will be the 
21st May.  

Bialowieza Forest © Aleksander/123RF

Take care 
✻   There are many old peat workings, drains and 

water courses. You are strongly advised to keep 
to way marked walks and existing tracks.

✻   Please take responsibility for your own safety. 
In hot weather you will need a sunhat, drinking 
water and insect repellent.

✻   Dogs must be kept under effective control at all 
times. You must keep your dog on a short lead 
between 1 March and 31 July and all year round 
near farm animals.

✻   Camping, fi shing, barbeques, motorcycles, 
horses and cycles are not allowed. Cycles are 
permitted on the designated route only at 
Hatfi eld and horses by permit only at Hatfi eld. 

✻    Do not leave valuables in your car.
✻  Danger deep water. No swimming.
✻  Snakes live here. Do not touch them.
✻   Prepare for your visit by wearing suitable 

outdoor clothing – you will need to wear stout 
shoes or wellingtons.

Please follow the Countryside Code 

✻   Be safe, plan ahead and follow any signs. 
✻   Leave gates and property as you fi nd them. 
✻   Protect plants and animals and take your 

litter home. 
✻  Keep dogs under effective control. 
✻    Consider other people.

 Facilities

✻   There are toilets on 
Hatfi eld Moors at the Boston 
Park car park but none at 
Thorne Moors – the nearest 
being in the town.

 Keep dogs under effective control. 
   Consider other people.

  There are toilets on 
Hatfi eld Moors at the Boston 
Park car park but none at 
Thorne Moors – the nearest 
being in the town.



Walks and Events coming up
The LIFE+ Project Team will have a presence in the local  
community this May. Drop in at any of these events to  
find out more.  

17 May 10am to 2pm – Hatfield Community Library 
18 May 2pm to 5pm – Crowle Community Library/Hub 
19 May 9am to 6pm – Thorne Library

Sat 7 May 5.30am – Dawn Chorus on Hatfield Moors – approx. 2.5 
miles at stroller pace drinking in the morning’s experience pro-
vided by our feathered friends. A light breakfast of tea/coffee and 
crumpets will be provided at the end of the walk. No charge but 
donations welcome. Booking essential.

18 May, 15 June, 24 August 6.30pm – Evening walks on Hatfield 
Moors – approx. 4-5 miles at strider pace. No need to book.

21 May 10.30am – Celebrate Natura 2000 on Thorne Moors – approx. 
5 miles guided walk to find out more about this Reserve and the 
LIFE+ Project. Booking essential.

25 May, 13 July, 10 August 6.30pm – Evening walks on Thorne Moors 
– approx. 4-5 miles at strider pace. No need to book

5 June 11am – Plant Identification on Hatfield Moors – join the 
Senior Reserve Manager for a closer look rather than a long walk. 
Around the Dragonbacks and Boston Park Lake area to see what 
thrives in the habitat here. Hand lens, ID chart,  
notebooks supplied. Booking essential.

18 June 10am, full day – Volunteer Taster Session on Hatfield Moors 
- help us extend our ‘dry’ pond dipping platform and see if you like 
the idea of volunteering in a fun and practical session. Supervised 
event with light lunch provided. Booking essential.  

23 July 11am to 2pm – Our Celebration for International Bog Day on 
Crowle and Thorne Moors – Join staff and volunteers for guided walks 
and children’s activities. All events starting from Crowle Moors car 
park, off Dole Road, Crowle. Free entry  
– refreshments available. 11.15am – walk to find interesting plants of 
Thorne Moors & 12 noon – general interest walk across Crowle and 
Thorne Moors. 12.30pm children’s walk/bug hunt.

23 & 28 June 9pm – Nightjar walks on Hatfield Moors  
– things that ‘churr’ in the night… To hear and hopefully catch sight 
of the NNR’s star turn of the bird population, the rare  
and night-flying migrant nightjar. Booking essential.

25 September 11am-3pm – Hatfield Moors Open Day  
– all events from Boston Park car park. Free entry –  
refreshments available with fantastic homemade cakes!  
Held in the Portakabin if inclement weather. Guided walks setting 
off from car park – 11.15am & 1.15pm. Find out more about this  
special Reserve from NNR Volunteers. Children’s activities 12.30pm 
bug hunt/identify what you find under the microscope. Other fun 
things to make and do throughout the day such as geocaching/
hook a duck/make species badges, kingfishers/treasure trail/ 
butterfly and peregrine falcon kites. Watch wood carving and  
chainsaw demonstrations. Find out more about the LIFE+ Project 
with staff on hand to tell you more.

9 October 10.30am – Fungus Identification on Hatfield Moors  
– approx. 2.5 miles with an expert to point out the many different and 
fascinating shapes, colours, myths and legends. Booking essential.

15 November 10.30am – Autumn Colours on Thorne Moors  
– approx. 5 miles to see the seasonal change as we head into winter 
on a brisk walk to the viewing platform via the Limestone Road and 
with a chance to see deer. No need to book.

For more information or to book where stated, call 07766 420290.

Summer Holiday Family Events
11 August 10.30am – Moth Identification on Hatfield Moors  
– all equipment provided. Booking essential.

16 August 2pm – Pond Dipping and Mini-beast Hunt on Hatfield 
Moors including the Bug Olympics – along one of the trails using 
identification charts and equipment provided. See what creatures 
are about on warm summer days. Booking essential.

25 August drop in from 11am to 2pm – Art and Craft Day – making 
masks, kites, flags and models of species found at the Moors. Bring 
old clothes or an apron. Inside facilities available – you will be  
directed from car park. Picnic area nearby for lunch. No need to book. 

Summer Trail – Why not come along throughout the summer school 
holidays and complete the red route summer holiday trail on  
Hatfield Moors. Starts at Boston Park car park with all you need to 
take part independently.

We have a number of activity rucksacks with all you need to go  
bug hunting or pond dipping as a family on Hatfield Moors. Hire  
is free with a deposit refundable upon return. All packs contain  
full instructions and a map of the Reserve where activities can  
be applied.

All events are free but donations welcome. Unless stated otherwise, all Hatfield events are to meet at Boston Park car park  
and all Thorne events are to meet at Recreation Ground car park, Moorends – end of Grange Road, DN8 4NA.



How do I get to 
Humberhead Peatlands NNR?
The closest towns to the NNR are Goole, 
Doncaster and Scunthorpe.

By public transport

Rail stations – Thorne North and South. Contact 
South Yorkshire Transport on 01709 515151.

Moorends is served by bus from Thorne. Contact 
Doncaster Tourist Information on 01302 734309.

Crowle is served by rail and bus. Contact Brigg 
Tourist Information on 01652 657053.

Hatfi eld Woodhouse and Wroot villages 
are served by a limited bus service.
To protect wildlife, there is currently a temporary closure to visitors 
to a small area of Thorne Moors. This will be lifted around July time. 
At access points, you will fi nd a map noting the closure so you 
can plan another route to avoid the closure area. It doesn’t 
affect the Peatlands Way or the Yellow and Blue way 
marked routes. For more information call 07766 420290.
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To receive future issues 
of Moor Space 
contact us at moorspace@yahoo.com

How do I contribute to Moor Space?
We’d like you to tell us what you think – your 
concerns and also what you enjoy about the 
Moors so we can focus on the right subjects 
in each issue and seek out the most useful 
information for you the reader. We welcome 
other points of view, providing they are 
constructive and supported by facts.

Contact as above marking for the attention 
of the Moor Space Editor.

Follow the Humberhead Peatlands National Nature Reserve 
on  http://www.facebook.com/humberheadpeatlands

Events are supported by Flying Futures

Our website tells you more about who we are, what we do, our 
approach and how you can fi nd out more about our programmes. 
www.fl yingfutures.org

Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps

Walking for Health Guided Walks
Every fi rst and third Weds of the month 9.30am 
– Hatfi eld Health Walks – varying lengths meeting 
at the Boston Park car park. No need to book.

Walking for Health Guided Walks
Every fi rst and third Weds of the month 9.30am 

– varying lengths meeting 



3. In the last year, how often did you visit any of these 
sites? (select one answer)

  Daily   Weekly 

  2 – 3 Times per month      Monthly

  4 – 6 Times per year     1 – 2 Times per year 

  Less than once a year  

4. Which one of the following sites do you visit most 
frequently? (select one answer)

  Thorne Moors   Hatfield Moors        

  Crowle Moors  

5. When was your most recent visit to this site?  
(select one answer) Within the last:

  Week     Month           

  6 Months     12 Months          

  2 Years    Over 2 years ago   

Please answer the following questions thinking  
about your most recent visit:

6. How did you travel to this site? (tick all that apply)

  Car/Van     Foot  

  Train     Bicycle  

  Bus     Horseback

  Taxi     Motorbike

Other (please specify)

7. How many people accompanied you on your visit? 
(select one answer)

  None               1               2               3              4    

  More than 4  

If applicable, please specify how many of these people 
were under the age of 16?

MOOR SPACE  
QUESTIONNAIRE
TELL US YOUR VIEWS

We are keen to find out how you use the Moors for 
recreation and what you value about your visits.

Please complete this short questionnaire for a  
chance to win £100 of Argos vouchers.

Once complete, please tear off the questionnaire,  
stick together and return by free-post by the  
1st June 2016 to be entered into the prize draw.  
For more details, or, if you would prefer to  
complete an on-line version of the questionnaire,  
please visit: www. http://bit.ly/1MCofu9

All answers are anonymous and will only be used for the 
purposes of this research. Participants must be 16 or over.

1. Have you ever visited any of the following sites?   
(tick all that apply)

  Thorne Moors      Hatfield Moors    
  Crowle Moors      None of the above    

If you have put ‘None of the above,’ please answer 
question 2. If you have visited any one of these sites  
go straight to question 3. 

2. What are your reasons for not visiting these sites? 
(tick all that apply)

  Lack of transport     Health issues   
  Poor accessibility     Too far away   
  Cost of getting to the site    Lack of interest    
  Lack of visitor facilities   Lack of time   
  Lack of organised activities    Prefer not to say

Other (please specify)

Now please go straight to question 13.

WIN£100  OF ARGOS VOUCHERS



8. Approximately how far did you travel to reach the 
site? (select one answer)

  Less than 1 mile     1 – 2 miles  

  3 – 5 miles     6 – 10 miles  

  11 – 20 miles     More than 20 miles  

9. Apart from travel expenses how much did you spend 
on this outing (e.g. on food, drinks, maps)? 

10. Which of the following activities did you do during 
your visit? (tick all that apply)

  Walking (without a dog)    Dog walking  

  Painting/Drawing   Horse-riding  

  Conservation work   Picnicking  

  Bird Watching    Running

  Photography   Cycling  

  Following a trail   Reptile spotting  

  Appreciating the scenery  

  Taking part in an organised event or activity  

  Visiting a cultural heritage/archaeological attraction  

  None of the above         

Other (please specify)

11.  Which of the following best describes your reasons 
for visiting this particular site? (tick all that apply)

  For peace and quiet  

  To relax and unwind  

  To exercise your dog  

  To enjoy the scenery  

  To enjoy wildlife  

  To entertain children  

11. continued

  To be somewhere you like  

  To be somewhere that has special meaning to you  

  To feel inspired  

  To spend time with friends/family  

  To meet new people  

  For health or exercise  

  To feel a sense of place/identity  

  To feel closer to nature  

  For a religious or spiritual purpose  

  For fresh air or to enjoy pleasant weather  

  To learn something new about the natural world  

  To challenge yourself to achieve something  

  To enjoy cultural or archaeological heritage  

Other (please specify)
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Landscape (e.g., trees, lakes, 
hedges, woodland, fields) 
Physical environment 
(e.g., air and water quality)
Biodiversity (seeing wildlife, 
number of plants and animals)
Heritage (e.g., past industry, 
artefacts, myth/legend) 
Visitor Facilities (e.g., car parks, 
trails, information/signs) 

12. How important were the 
following factors in contributing  
to your enjoyment? Please tick  
one box only in each row of the 
table below.



13. Are you: (select one answer)

  Male   Female        Prefer not to say 

14. How old are you? (select one answer)

  16 -18   19-24   25-34   35-44          

  45-54    55-64   65 or over  
  Prefer not to say  

15. Are you a member or volunteer for any of the 
following organisations? (tick all that apply)

  National Trust            

  Natural England  

  Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB)  

  A wildlife trust or natural history society  

  A history or archeaology society  

  A ramblers association or walking group  

16. Would you like to see more of any of the 
following organised events on the Moors?  
(tick all that apply)

  Themed guided walks  

  Family activities in the school holidays  

  None of the above  

If applicable, please specify what kind of walk or 
activity you would particularly like.

17.  Where do you live? (Town/Village AND/OR first 
four digits of your postcode,* e.g. for DN8 5DZ,  
put DN8 5) 

*This will enable us to find out roughly where you 
live, but only at a neighbourhood level, and not 
down to the level of an individual street.

18. How long have you lived at your current address? 
(select one answer)

  Less than 1 year   1 – 2 years     3 – 5 years  

  6 – 10 years    More than 10 years  

19. In the last year, has the restoration work had an 
effect on the way you use or value the Moors?  
(select one answer)

  Yes, positively               Yes, negatively  

  No                                   Don’t Know  

If ‘Yes,’ how have your behaviour or views changed? 

20. If you wish to add any more general comments about 
how you use or value the Moors please use the space below:

If you would be willing to share more of your views 
about the Moors or would like a chance to win £100  
of Argos vouchers please provide your contact details:

Email: 

Tel: 

  Please enter me into the prize draw*  

  I want to share my views about the Moors   

*Please note, completed questionnaires must be 
received by the 1st June 2016 to be entered into the  
prize draw.

Thank you for taking the time to participate in this 
important study.



Moor Space is produced and edited by a Steering Group who 
can be contacted at moorspace@yahoo.com

The Steering Group includes representatives of the  
following organisations:

North Lincolnshire Council – Own and manage land on Crowle 
Moors and maintain access to this and other land nearby.  
Contact: 01724 729000  ✻  environmenteam@northlincs.gov.uk

Doncaster Metropolitan Borough Council – Publicises access  
to and around the Moors.  
Contact: 01302 736000  ✻  publicrightsofway@doncaster.gov.uk

Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust – Owns land on Crowle Moors and 
manages it as a Nature Reserve.  
Contact: 01507 526667  ✻  info@lincstrust.co.uk 

Natural England – Natural England owns land on Thorne Moors, 
Goole Moors and Hatfield Moors. It is all part of the Humberhead 
Peatlands National Nature Reserve.  
Contact Senior Reserve Manager:  07827 280405.  
www.gov.uk/natural-england

Thorne & Hatfield Moors Conservation Forum – Prioritises  
science and publishes research, see website for list of  
publications. It also campaigns on issues affecting the  
conservation of the Moors. 
www.thmcf.org and see also thmcf.wordpress.com   
Contact: execsec@thmcf.org

Restoring the Humberhead Peatlands – LIFE+ Project  
(LIFE13NAT/UK/000451) – Funding from the European Union’s 
Biodiversity and Nature Programme (EU LIFE+), Doncaster  
East Internal Drainage Board and Natural England is helping  
the restoration of lowland raised mires of Thorne and  
Hatfield Moors 
Contact: Humberhead.Peatlands@naturalengland.org.uk

JBA – Is a multi-disciplinary environmental and engineering  
consultancy specialising in wetland ecology, river restoration and 
the management of water with offices throughout the UK, 
Ireland and in the Far East. 
Contact: Kieran Sheehan on 01302 720313    
kieran.sheehan@jbaconsulting.com

Contacts

FRONT COVER IMAGES: Main Image: A view over the north of Hatfield Moors © Janet Canning.
 Small Left: Walkers taking a rest and enjoying the view over Badger Corner Lake Hatfield Moors 
© Janet Canning.  
 Small Right: A male adder basking in sunshine © Steve Hiner. 
 


